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PREFACE. 


Tage no pleaſure in wh contra and 

contentious diſputes, neitber will I be engaged 
: any ſuch. Matters which bave any relation 

she kingdom of God, which is the dominion of 
ruth, righteouſneſs and peace, ought to be dil 
ourſed with great fairneſs, calmneſs and equity. 
I have no envy towards any man, nor the leaſt 
Fi peſition to leſſen the juſt reputation, and ſully 
e honor of any of my brethren in the e ; 
ut ſhould rejoice is ſee them all, by a clear mani- 
ation of the truth, and calm, conſiſtent teſti- 
| ony again ſt hurtful errors, commend themſelves, 
rougbout, to every man's conſcience in the hight 


| 's God. IT have no quarrel againſt any of tbe 
Fentlemen, ſome of whoſe ſentiments are remarked 


Von in the following dialogue, nor will J. 

Tic error, hurtful error that I cenſure and 
e againſt, not men. Such gentlemen as 
pave diſtinguiſbing marks of honor conferred on 
Ven by public facrettes, 1 would willingly, as it 

. give honor to: But then they are expected to 
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FW ᷣͤ ARCE- 
caps ; they muſt ſhew themſelves worthy of then. 
Jt 7s doing ſuch too great honor, to connive at 
errors becauſe they embrace and teach them. J 
 Hurtful errors ought ta have no . 1 
not to be protected from juſt cenſure, under the 
covert of a biſhop's gown nor even under the ſba- 
dow of the throne ; for they are laid under cen- 

ſure by a juſt ſentence given from the ſupreme 
throne. Andit is too dangerous to ary | 
what God bas condemned, and contradict what 4 
bas ſaid. 

The following dialogue has been ſhewn to nil 

of the gentlemen in the minifiry, in my neigb- 
ur hood, who have given it me as their opinion, 
thatit is neceſſary to bear a public teſtimony _ 
the dangerous errors which are ſpreading among JC 
our churches, and that the following teſtimony is 
fo calulcated to ſerve the intereſt of truth, that 
it will be for the edification of the churches to % 
publiſh it. And as no public teſtimony is prepa- 
ring, at preſent, againſt a moſt deflirutitve ſcheme di 
of falfe doctrines, breaking in upon us as a flood, #1 it 
that I know of, I preſent this to the public ; th 
de efring all to whom it may come, calmly and im- Win 
partially to weigh the things which are efered de 
ro their conhderatian, by D. 
Their Servant {4 

in the e, of Feſus Chris, 


WirlLIAM HART. 
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ce f 
el 5 1 Clrgyman a a Gentleman of tbe 1 his 

= acquuintance and friend, being in company to- 
of gether the other day, their converſation, by | 
bl 2#nſen/ible ſteps, led them into the following 
"i DIALOGUE. 9 


—_ 


JN. HAVE obſerved, fir, that | 
xe 7 Grn TLEMAN, you gentlemen of thecler= 
” 8)» though you differ in g 


f 

«| = ſentiments from one ano= | | 
oWther, yet all claim to yourſelves the honor of | 1 
being orthodox; and the ſame man, tho' he : 


differs from himſelf in different ſtages of his 
| Hife, yea, and even at the ſame time, and in 

the ſame diſcourſe, yet is orthodox ſtill, and " 
4 W:nconſitent and contrary propoſitions are ſound 5 
ed Noctrine. How is this to be accounted for? 
k Does orthodoxy follow the motions of the 1 

Wclergy, as the Goto upon the dial does that 8 


of the ſan? And when your motions are retro- 
gade, does orthodoxy go backward like the 
r hadow upon the dial of Abag ? 
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CIEROYMAN. You are merry upon us, fir, 
Bat we are agreed i in this, that true ie i 4 
is a fixed thing, and that the holy ſcriptures 1 
are the only true rule of faith, and ſtandard by 
which doctrines of religion are to be tried, and 
determined te be orthodox or not. We may 1 
poſſibly differ in our underſtanding of the ſenſe i 
of the ſcriptures, in ſome things. So do cel 3 


gentlemen, and he, of the law in their 1 in- x 


true 5 — eicher in law or divinity, i is 2 1 N 
wavering or uncertain thing: it only ſhews * 
that men are fallible. We may poſſibly err 
in ſome things, in our profeſſion, as well as} A 
the beſt of men in other profeſſions ; but 1 
hope we don't willingly err from the truth in I 3 
any thing. # 
GENT. I am glad, fir, to find your thought 
ſo juſt : But I believe it is a pretty difficult 
thing, for men who are teachers of others by if 
office, and have prefided in the church a num- 6 | 
ber of years, to be themſelves perfectly teachable. 
Cx xRRO. It is indeed ſo - and if we are not 8 
truly humble we ſhall not be ſo. If the deſire ¶ ve 
of worldly honor and pre- eminence, and love pi 
of the praiſe of men prevails in us above the ar 
defire of pleaſing God, and being approved by 


our great mer, we ſhall become obſtinate in ar 
defending 5 5 
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ir, ending our own unhappy miſtakes, and 
** j boner run into two popular errors than ac- 
res  nowlege one. However, we ought all of us, 
by WL, Gt at the feet of Jeſus with as much humi- 
nd ity and meck teachableneſs as the leaſt of our 
W carers, that we may hear and learn of him, 
aſc nd be corrected by him, wherein we have un- 
he happily erred from his truth, and willingly 
n- eceive his corrections of our errors, by who- 
rs. Mocver hands they are miniſtred to us. 
at Genr. I am right well pleaſed with e 
Wodeſt and juſt ſentiments; and with all the 


7 


a , CLERG. I with fo too, and that they may 
Ie deeply engraved upon mine, and ever be 
ia attended to. 


FF Genr. Under the influence of theſe tho'ts, 


ts 2nd in your preſent temper of mind, I believe 
lt you will be an impartial examiner, and juſtly 
JF Neenſure ſuch errors in religion as deſerve cen- 
fore. I will therefore, if it be agreable to you, 


. fir, mention to you ſeveral things which I 


ot have collected out of ſundry diſcourſes of ſe- 
col veral of our clergy, which have been lately 
"oF publiſhed, which appear to me very wrong, 
de and of very evil tendency ; ſame of which are, 
WT think, nearly related to Sandeman's hereſies, 
l and deſire your thoughts upon them. 


CLERG, 


— „ — — 
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CIITRG. Do as you pleafe, fir. As to San- 


deman, his books are written in a very artful WW 


manner, but are, in my opinion, the worſt and 
moſt pernicious of any that ever I read, which 
were pretended to ſerve the cauſe of chriſtia- 


nity. What the author's deſign was in writing 
them, I do not pretend to fay ; but the ten- 
dency of his ſcheme of doctrine, repreſented 


by him as the true goſpel ſcheme, is to per- 


to me very ſurpriſing that any of our clergy 


vert and turn the gotpel into ridicule, and in WW; 
the iſſue to ſerve the intereſt of deiſm. It is 


thould go into his ſentiments, ſo far as fome Wk. 
of them ſeem to have done. I am fure thete I; 


things differye the intereſt of chriſtian truth . 


and virtue. 
GENT. I will then firſt mention ſome of 
the things I have collected ont of two diſcour- 
fes of Dr. Whitaker, lately printed in London. 
CLERG. I have not the happineſs of any 


particular acquaintance with the Dr. but have 
heard ſome things ſpoken of him to his honer, 


and wiſh the diſcourſes you refer to, were 


calculated to do him more honor than they do. 
I have read them, and confeſs my expectations 
were greatly diſappointed. I obſerved ſundry 


particulars which I greatly diflike, and think 


the general plan of the diſcourſe is wrong. 


But what are the things you have remarked as 
erroneous ? GENT, 


ö N * | par 
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a our. Paſſing by various leſſer matters, L 
ill only mention ſome things which appear 
me of importance. And firſt, the Dr. ſays, 
7. Man's enmity is the cauſe why God 
10 became his enemy ; and this enmity or anger 
of God Is moſt reaſonable and righteous.” 


eſent God's holy diſpleaſure againſt man for 
Ws firſt apoſtacy and rebellion, as the fame 
With enmity. They are as different from each 
ther as the diſpleaſure of a gracious, com- 
aſſionate father towards an offending child, 
from the hatred of an enemy. But if God 
id become his enemy, whence did he love 
jim fo, as to give his own Son to fave him ? 
The Dr. ſhall be his own corrector. H- lays, 
. 27. The gift of Chriſt was the effect, not 
the cauſe of God's love.“ 

GENT. I believe your tho'ts are e right, fir ; 
/ Wut the Dr. ſays further, p. 10. © It is good, 
© WF juſt and reaſonable for God to be an enemy 
co rebellious man: It was and 1c infinitely. 
* juſt and reaſonable for God to treat him s 
* an enemy. 
4 IIRC. How came he then to be infinitely 
Find to him, and love him while in his enmi- 
g y and rebellion ? Can directly oppoſite affec- 
ions and methods of treatment towards the 
ame perſon, n. the ſame character and 

B eircum- 


= C:.:2G. The Dr. does not do well to re- 
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circumſtances, be both infinitely reaſonable '} A 
If not, then, ſuppoſing the Dr.'s aſſertion if 0 
true, God's good-will and kindneſs toward 
rebellious man is infinitely unreaſonable. | 
GenT. Your anſwers encourage me to pro- 
ceed. The Dr. quoting theſe words of thei 


apoſtle, Rom. 3- 25, 26. Whom God bath > 1 


A 4 . 


forth to be a propitiation, thro faith in his blood, 3 


zo declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 9 I 
fins that are paſi—that be might be juſt, and the if 


Juſtifier of him that believes in Feſus, ſays, 
From this ſcripture it piainly appears, tha 
* the great end for which Chriſt was made aff 1 


0 ſacrifice for ſin, was to declare, manifeſt, b f 


% vindicate and honor the righteouſneſs of 


God,“ (that is, as he explains himſelf, bis 


puniſhing juſtice) *not to declare his kindneſs, | 
sand perſuade men that God is very merciful 


and ready to forgive them.” And he ſays that 
men are of themſelves too ready to believe 


this without any arguments and perſuaſions, 
and thence infers, p. 26. Therefore Chriſt | 


« did not come into the world to declare or 
«« demonſtrate that God is merciful, for it was | 
© not doubted before; but it was to manifelt } 


Pay 6 nd. —.— i > 


e the truth and righteouſneſs of God diſco- 1101 


« vered in the eee e ay you to 
theſe things, fir? 


inverts 


CLERG, Ia the eſt place I fay, the Dr. here | 


le Verts the order of the goſpel, and ſpreads a 
1 ry diſhonoring cloud over the glory of this 
Wilpenſation, The ſcripture every where re- 
Preſents the immediate and grand defign of 


5 


ro- Mhriſt's appearing and ſuffering in the fleſh, as 
thei being to manifeſt God's merey, and to miniſter 


J and accompliſh the deſigns of his love to 
06, 
of Wultice, enly as an expedient to open the way 
e or mercy or love to do all the good pleaſure 
'S, of its will, in confiſtence with juſtice; as the 
at 
9 tifier of the inner who believes in Feſus. In this 
adiſpenſation juſtice miniſters to, and follews 
Wy the lead of mercy. The Dr. acknowleges the 
is truth in theſe words, The love of God broke 
out firſt in the glorious act of giving Chriſt 
© to open a way for its honorable exerciſe in 
e the ſalvation of ſinners.” p. 27, bo 

= A2dly. The good Dr. has undoubtedly miſ- 
taken the ſenſe of the text you mention. By 
the righteouſneſs of God there, he ſuppoſes 


the apoſtle intends his righteouſneſs in pardon= 
ing (in and juſtifying the ſinner ; that righte- 
ouſneſs of God by which ſinners are juſtified, 
which the apoſtle oppoſes to the righteouſneſs 
of obedience to the law. This, I think, is 
very manifeſt from-the apoſtle's reaſening _ 
| ? | ? the 


Nan He became a ſacrifice, to the honor of 


apoſtle ſays, that God might be juft, and the juſ» 


his puniſhing juſtice to be intended; whereas 


| . 45 12 13 
= the goth to the 28th verſe of this third chapter 
of Romans. The apoſtle uſes the word righ- 
tcoulnels, in the ſame ſenſe as it 15 here ulcd 
in many other texts. 
gdly. The Dr. is greatly Aftaken 7 in  faying, 
God's mercy in freely pardoning and faving 
Poor guilty finners, was not doubted before 
Chriſt revealed it, and that men are of them- | 
| {elves too prone to believe it. What he ob- 
ſerves of carnal, ſecure ſinners tall y believing 
the mercy of God, but not his juſtice, is to no 
purpoſe—they only ſeem to believe it: If 
they really believe any thing, It is that they 
have very little need of mercy. The true trial 
of their faith is taken from their being bro't 
under juſt conviction of their un and evil deſert. 
And now they are found more eaſily and ear- 
neſtly to believe God's juſtice than his mercy. Mcc 
What a guilty world wanted was a juſt greund 
of faith concerning God's mercy and readineſs 
to forgive the penitent, and to be ſhewn how 
this can be done conſiſtently with juſtice, 
which the guilty do more readily believe; and 
this is done only by the goſpet. But if it 
is as the Dr. ſays, whence is it that our firſt 
WO parents, before they had received any revelati- 
* on of God's purpoſes of mercy to them, belie- 
ved his juſtice but not his mercy, and were 
Afraid when ey heard the yoice of rte 
an 


Y. 


. 4, 
bid themſelves among the i Fe. ear or 
.d of divine wrath is the natural reſult of 


ſenſe of guilt, and what all mankind feel the 


om but by the diſcovery of God's mercy 
ade by hi goſpel. Accordingly the apoſtle 
eaks of the Gentiles as mourning without hape, 


— Ro” "Ig "TR" 


„fear of death were all their life time Julie 
bondage. 

GENT. The Dr. 2 „ To aſſert that the 
death of Chriſt hath cauſed any reaſon for 
our reconciliation to God to exiſt which did 
not exiſt before, and which would not have 
exiſted had not Chriſt died, is to aſſert that 


it would otherwiſe: have been. But how 
could the death of Chriſt make this more 
reaſonable?“ p. 42. 

Icrxze. The apoſtle John knew how, ah 
| does every ſenſible chriſtian: He ſays, 
love him becauſe he firft loved us: and Paul 
ys, The love of Chrift conſtraineth us: Which 
rings evidently ſuppoſe ſome new motives, 
d additional reaſons to love God, which ariſe 
t of this diſpenſation of grace, and which 
duld never have exiſted if this RR 
d not taken Ns 


Wd ſays, Jeſus Chrift has redeemed theſe who 


preſſion of, and can't be effectually relieved 


it is now more teaſonable to love God than 


4 


— 


9 


40 that makes it readonghls 1 to Wide God nov 
* would have exiſted if Chriſt had never died} 
 CLerG. The love of God in giving his 80 
to dic for us, is conftantly and juſtly repreſent 
ed in ſcripture as a new, peculiar and power 
ful reaſon, why we ſhould love and be recon 
ciled to him, ſee 2 Cor. 5. 20, 21. Now «Mi 
cording to the Dr. if Chriſt never had dic 
this reaſon would have exiſted in the ſan 
ſtrength it does now; that is, if God had nf 
fo loved the world as to give his Son to die f 
us, yet he would ſtill have ſo loved us. 
know the Dr. will not admit this; and f 
this reaſon he ſhould not have laid down toy” 
premiſe, _ ENTS : 
GenxT. He alſo ſays, ** The facrifice « 
« Chriſt, and the love of God, does not ma 
« jt more reaſonable for ſinners to return 
(that is, to God and their duty) “ than it v 
CL before, only that it is an additional oblige 
« on.” p. 50. 
CLERO. That is, only as it 1 it mo 
abundantly reaſonable. I had rather be wit 
out the honor of making new diſcoveries 
the myſteries of divinity, than to take up vi 
ſuch poor ones as ſerve to no other purpe 
than to ſet people a ſtaring. | 
GENT. I am of your mind, fir. Butt 


good Dr. has made ſome other diser, 
| . W Ii 


r * 
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of this natural enmity as an enmity to 
d's whole character, he ſays, © This con- 


e With the very frame of our hearts,” p. 15. 
rx. Is this conſiſtent with Mr. Ed- 


need of ſuppoſing any evil quality infuſed, 
Wanted, or wrought into the nature of man 
ny pofitrue cauſe or influence whatever ; or of 
Volſing that man is conceived and born with 42 
lain of evil in his heart, ſuch as is any thing 

erly positive, in order to account for a finful 
rruption of nature.“ 
GenT. The Dr. ſays, 
the firſt apoſtacy, jolt all taſte for moral 
em and excellency ; the perfections of 


bjects of his utter averfion.” 


rcy, compaſſion, pity, placableneſs, readi- 
ſs to forgive and overcome evil with good. 
heſe are the characters of that great Being. 

Whoſe 


Auen, q Anſue: to Taylor, p, 3 16. 


\ "my poſñbly you may like better, I will f in 

next place give you ſome of the things he 
concerning the natural enmity of the hearts 
the children of Adam againſt God. Speak- 5 


rariety to God is innate and interwoven 


Wir ds's doctrine? He ſays, There is not the 


650 That man, thro | 


the Deity became hateful in his view, the 


CLERG. There is a moral beauty and excel- | 
ce in equity, righteouſneſs, veracity, faith- 
neſs, goodneſs, benignity, bountifulneſs, 


K * 44 EX 
4 * $5 16 , 7 "499 *? 7 IE FM 
* R ein "fs , i 
% 


Fo I, nd 125 5 i 
whoſe we are. There is a moral deformitſ 
uglineſs and baſeneſs in all the contrary chal 
racters, tempers and actions. Is the preſa 
frame or conſtitution of human nature {uct 
ſo totally inverted, that God is hated as wig 
thus excellent, and morally perfect? AM 
righteouſneſs, equity, goodneſs, kindneſs, &. 1 
in their nature hateful in our view of then 
till we are new made? Do we hate hives. A 1 
being what they are in themſelves? Are ch. il 
the objects of our utter averſion ? If fo, doubiſf 
leſs Wwe naturally approve the contrary vice 
They are beautiful, excellent and amiab : ve 
characters in our view and taſte of them. An 
if this is the caſe with man, this hatred of 2 1 ge 
moral excellence, as ſuch, muſt ſhew itſelf u 7 if 
a proportionable hatred of it in men, as the 
appear to bear any reſemblance to God : fol 
nature is conſiſtent with itſelf. | 

GENT. The Dr. acknowleges this coni:Þ 
quence, ſaying, ** The more reſemblance an 
«« perſons bear to the divine perfections, the C 
* more they are conformed to Jeſus Chriſt 
*© the more they are treated like their gloriou 
*© head by thoſe, who hate God and his ways. 


p. 20. That is, as he muſt be underſtood, bl 


all natural men, and on account of thoſe virtue 
by which they reſemble him. f. 
. I hope it will be allowed that tholgſW:u 


who 


. 


t f are followers of that which is good, are, 
ein, followers of God, and conturnied to 


as Chriſt. Now the apoſtle Peter ſays, 
bo 7s he that will harm you if ye be followers 
it ubich is good? 1 Pet. 3. 13. Toplying 
Ws: moral good is not naturally hatcfulto men, 
rather approved and countenanced as good, 
cir cftcem. Bat I won't infiſt on this 
„, {or our new apeltlcs have thruwn the old 
W&- quite out of the ſaddle. But if it is as 
Dr. ſays, we ought to lee this utter averſion 
all that is moraily good and Chriſt-like 
WM cclaily expreſſed in the life and actions of 
Ss unconverted men. But dv we lee them 
Ws c:ally expreſs ſuch a harred and utter a— 
loan to equitable conduct, in caſes where 
= arc unintereſted” to all the expreſſions 
oF actions of juttice, goodneſs, kinducls, gra- 
ones, compaſſion, meekneſs, Meatance, 


Wc ablenels, veracity and faithfulnets? Do we 
iche contrary vices generally approved and 
hn incnded by natural men, in inſtances where 
iy are unintereſted ? All the world are wit— 
u les to the contrary - It would not be a more 
„Friog contradiction to notorious fact to aſſert, 
DIP. 21! men walk upon thei: heads with their 


t ſtretched up into the air.—l believe it will 
found, on a critical examination, that the 
wity of Caraul men to God's character, is an 
6 inte- 


1 - 3 A af -4 A ; 
6 ; p IN * 4 3 ag, 4 1 "oi 1 2 
" . 4 * a "IIS dl” 8) * Sz den 2 
" * * &: * * 2 8 1 m_ * * * 5 x "= as pr SS * WER n .- - 
2 WWW * 8 hb ew, g i 
* 2 4 - : * 0 * 7 


1 
intereſted and partial affect ion, contrary to the 
ewn inward and natural fenie of what is ci 
and morally good and excellent; like that of 
corrupt, bribed judge againſt the ſentence ( 
rightevuſneſs, But I don't enlarge here 
ow does the Dr. account for the introductioſ 
of that horrible ſpirit of enmity againſt th 
perfections of God, and all moral excell-n{| 
which he ſpœaks of as the character cf the haßt 
man heart ever ſince Adam's offence ? ; 

GENT. He ys, Whether this hatred fi 
God or depravity ariſes from the withdrawl 
« ing the aids of his Spirit, or from ſome pl 
« fitive viciouſneſs, I ſhall not ſpend time 1 
« determine, tho' 1 believe the former.” Pai 3 

CLERG: If ſo, he ought not to have ſi 
that this hatred is *innate and interwoven with 
«« the very frame of our hearts.” But th 
atleman's faith in this particular wif 
ſhort-liv'd; for by the time he came tf 
he fourteenth page, he changed his mind 
and ſays, It is clear that this enmity ariſq 
from the viciocity of our hearts, and that 
« js innate and interwoven with their ver 
* frame.” And this notion runs through tif 
remainder of his diſcourſe. "7 
SG. It does ſo. He ſays, p. 19. A} 

„natural men's hearts are ſo contrary to a 


* God's perfectiens that nothing can give thet 
„great 


l 


„ 


| 


ereater pain, or render them more miſerable 
chan a ſight of them as they are in him.” 
CLEeRG. Yes, doubtleſs it muſt give a poor 
aner great torment to hear God ſaying of 
imſelf, I am the Lord God, gracious and mere 
ſul, flow to anger, abundant in goodneſs and 
uſb, jergiving iniquity, tranſpref/ion and ſin, 


n no means clearing the guilty ; and calling 
hu him, ſaying, H/berefore, turn thou unto me 


live. Or ſhall we ſay that God has drawn 
Wis own character wrong, that the Dr. may be 
tid ?—But if the caſe be fo as he ſays it 
pol, 1 don't fee how any diſcoveries of God's 
glory to the minds of ſinners, or any ſenſe of 
1188 impretled on their hearts, can be a means of 
ſaheconciling them to him: It ſhould ſeem rather 
it alculated to inflame the diſeaſe than to cure it. 
ty GrzxrT. The Dr. is aware of this conſe- 
v8 uence and approves it, and it is one eſſential 
art of his ſyſtem of orthodoxy. He ſays, p. 
19 3. The nature of man and the nature of 
God are oppolite to each other.” And p. 35. 
t God's character is fo contrary to fallen mon, 
ee that the more they know of him the more 
** does their enmity ſtir and exert itſelf againft 


phiqm, till by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt 


Ag they are conformed to the divine image.” 

80 .CLike. If it be fo, the manifeſtation of the 
c een glory 
te - 
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TW 1 g 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt toi 
mind and heart of a ſinner, is the moſt un 
t.ble means that can be uſed to convert a 
reconcile him; it is ike throwing oil into f. 
in order to Guench it and the devil is {ai 
Cut in his politics, in endeavoring to blind 
eyes f unconverted people leſt the light of ti A 
glorious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould _ b 
; to them. . 
Sr. Well, the Dr. alſo ſays, I. * 
«© onderful manifeſtation of his (God's) wi 1 
and grace, in the goſpel, with all the mor 
„ing and melting accents of his mercy, 7 
not ſufficient to prevail with one hnner if 

* make up the quarre] with God. —The fa 

rice of Chriſt, and the love of God maß 4 
n. nifeſied therein, is not ſufficient, by way ! l 
aussi up, to ee with one ſinner to retun 2 
to him.“ p. 44 — Again, The magifeft w Ft 

tion a divine plory by Chriſt tranſc cn: 
every other method in which God peck n 38 
vealed his perfection, and unfolds more 61 14 
his nature and attributes than the werks 18 
creation and providence. But allt 
et ves nut to engage unrenewed man to lee 
but more {enfibly to abhor God, in prop 
tion to the clearer manifeſtation of his naturiſt 
and perfections. For if there is enmity in 


cur hearts to God, the clearer views we haue 
+ 01 
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e bim, the more will it work and ſhew 
my tek, till a change takes place, p. $0} $34 
2W ik the Dr. is now quite perfect in his way, 
MC 1 68G. If the cafe is ſuch, Jeſus Chriſt 
a0 Wc eiied bimifclt very improperly whennefſaid, 


WI - //ted up, J will draw all men unto me; 
} when he makes the drawing influence of 
truth the great inſtrument of engag ing men 
come to him, ſaying, No man can come unto 
except the Father araw him. Ut is voritten 
pe prophets, and they ſhall all be taught of 
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ur ny one ther efore that bath heard and 
88 ::1d of the Father cometh unto me.* And 
do 10 purpoſe to addreſs unconverted men 
24 it the apoſtle's manner, ſaying, We beſeech you 
Na A 7 tbc you, in Chrift's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
7 d ; jor he hath made him ſin jor us, that we 


— I 


g be made the righteouſneſs of God in bim. x 
ir the hearts of men are ſo monſtroutly fra- 
ed, that moral and goſpel motives can take 


01d of them, till they are firſt new- made, 
bout tbe word; but the more golpel truth 


as them, ſo much the more they pull back, 
eſe are no mere calculated to draw ſuch 
arts, than they are to draw a cart. But I 
more eafily believe the Dr. has blundered 
Wo 2 groſs and abominable error, than admit 
'vc things as true. But if it is as the Dr, 
Ss, that the ſacrifice of Chriſt, and the lovg 
and 


John 7, 44, 45. = ; Cor. 5. 20, 21, 
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f 
and the melting mercy of God are not ſuſfic 
ent, by way of motive, to prevail with or 


| finner to be reconciled to him,” no poli) 
b | motives are ſuthcient, and there is an end 
all reaſoning with them; and miniſters mig 
| | as well preach to their people the doctrines i 
G Mahomet as of Cutis r, for any * cif: 
1 of them. . 
1 Grxr. The Dr. acknowleges it, ſaying 
| God takes much pains to perſuade man 
| « be reconciled to him, yet, alas! the enmif ga 
remains; man is {till totally averſe to a ri 
« conciliation ; and all the threatnings ai 
„ promiſes, all the intreaties and argumenW' 
„ which can be propoſed, are inſufticient if 0 
« overcome and bow his will and reconciſ 
him to God. Natural men laugh ate 
| « counſels and deſpiſe his reproof ; and ſo the 
„ will do till the arm of God's power is op! 
A « vealed to make them willing.” p. 33, 3 * 


I think the Dr. muſt be underſtood to intel 
here a different kind of power from the mor 
power ofgoſpel truth and love; for this pow 
is oppoſed by him to the perſutſive power 
the goſpel : that can effect nothing; this aloi 
can ſubdue the enmity and make the finn 
willing. So the Dr. robs the goſpel of alli 
moral power over the minds of ſinners, and 


2 all the glory of drawing men to God, or pet 
ſuadis 
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1 Of 


ling them to be reconciled to him. The 
pel, in his hands, is rendered as weak as 


law; whereas it was in the apoſtles time, : 
d Porver of God. The law of the Spirit of Lije | : 
11 Cr, Joſus, ſays Paul, bath made me free 11 
es WW: the law of hin.“ 4 
fe rr. If it is as the Dr. ſays, to what 4 

pode is all this pains taken with theſe poor 4 
io d-bearted creatures, in reaſoning with, and 4 
n ſuading them, when the nature of the here- i 
ni gary diſeaſe is known to be ſuch that power 1 


ne, and not argument and moral force is 
WL ptcd to cure it? If his Majeſty, out cf his 

Wy to the poor, mad creatures, confined in 
dim, (bould ſend his biſhops among them 34 


+ ns 
— — 


tt I 
ei m week to week, and from year to year, to 14 
hcach to them, and exhort them to lay atide 1 


eir wrong and wild imaginations, and be- 
dme ſober and reaſonable, what high tho'ts 
ould we entertain of his Majeſty's wiſdom, 
Wd great ſkill in curing madneſs? But if we 
ew his Majeſty perfectly underſtood the na- 7 
ure of their diſeaſe, and knew that all this £4 
arade of preaching, reaſoning and exhorting ;F 
Dem could effect nothing, and that he could 
therwiſe cure their diſeaſe by the exerciſe of ; 
mechanic power, what tho'ts ſhould we have || 
df his lincerity, and of his profeſſed love and { 


ity to thoſe poor creatures? How ſhocking |: 
; ge | . | 


5 1s 
* Rom, 8, 3: | 
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is the injury and diſhonor which is done er. 
all- wiſe and moſt gracious God, by ſuch in iſ 
mous milrepreſentations of him, as the do ar 
rine before us gives]! Gentlemen who talk We 
this wild manger would do well to lay to herd 
the words of Job, whereby he reproves Here 
partial, perverſe reaſonings of his friends, J/ 8 tt 
you ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk d. ceit/ul l 

for bim? Will you accept his perſon ? SH 
His excellency make you afraid, and bis dread lf ee 
upon h? Surely be will reprove ou. ur 
GENT: The Dr. ſays, „No moral arg in 

„% ments, except the terrors of the Lord, f 
adapted to influence carnal ſinners to atten iſs: 
to their ſalvation.” p. 53. 5 ; wi 
CLeRo. If fo, Jeſus Chriſt and his holy: 
apoſtles were very injudicious preachers, 18 
took abundance of impertinent pains to pe 
ſuade ſinners; and yet ro man ever perſuaded hi 
them ſo ſucceſsfully: the multitude flocke m 
about Jeſus to hear his preaching, Did 148 af 
thunder and terrify them as at the mount ti: 8 
was covered with blackneſe, and burned wine 
fire, and quaked with fear? No: They ww: © 

der:d at the gracious words which proceeded oulf 
of bis mouth, and their eyes were faſlened ſl 
him. But ſuppoſe it is as the Dr. here a 
that no moral arguments except the terror 
of the Loid are adapted to * carnal 
| Gant 


ers, &c. He alſo ſays, p. 34. cc They 
piſe his reproof + and fo they w will do till 
arm of God's power is revealed to make 
m willing.“ So you fee the terrors of the 
rd can have no more influence than his love. 
ere is ſome edification in ſeeing men who 


Neat with themſelves. | 

er. The Dr. lays it down as a juſt infe- 
ce from what he ſaid before concerning the 
ure and power of the enmity of man's heart 
zinſt the nature and moral character of God, 
WE men are not converted to God by moral 
boaſion, i. e. by any rational arguments 
gg hcreby their hearts are influenced to turn 
com fin to God.” p. 50. He adds, The 
minds of men are too full of enmity to God, 
to be perſuaded to love and be reconciled to 
him, by any, tho' the moſt powerful gs 
ments, addreffed to their underſtanding, or 
Jatfections; therefore I don't think that re- 
geacration is effected by light, i. e. by pre- 
ſenting the things of religion to their minds, 
or even by opening their eyes to ſee them; but 
in order to this the power of God muſt be 


anew.” p. 53. 
| CLers. If the N are ttue, the infe- 


ven 


tradict the truth, at the lame' time incon- 


exerted, and 15 this alone men are created 


ence is undoubtedly juſt. If a man has wo- 


( 26 ) 
ven into his frame and conſtitution, a fix 
incurable averſion and deteſtation to all ſwee 
it is in vain to go about to cure this conſtit 
tional averfion by feeding him with ſugar a 

honey: His conſtitution muſt be mechanicl] 
changed before he can be reconciled to ther 
So if the caſe be with man as the Dr. ſays 
is, the very frame of his nature mult be alter 
before he can be brought to love God: 
view of his moral perfections, and goſpel trutiff 
can do nothing towards working this chang 
but this muſt firſt be wrought by abſolu 
ower, before theſe truths can take any hold 
the heart. This change, according to the DW 
is wrought only by the exertion of a power( 
the holy Spirit upon the ſoul of man, altog: 
ther of a different kind from the power of d 
vine truth and love, a power which produce 
its effects, not by moral exertions and mean 
but by a phyſical, forcible exertion of ſtrengtt 
This is the darling doctrine of the Sandemanie 
divines, the quinteſſence of the new orthadox) 
GenT. Well; but the Dr. ſpeaking of th 


means by which God ordinarily brings mers 
to be reconciled to him, ſays, p. 48. Gol G 
d effects the new birth by his own almightWb: 
power, yet he makes uſe of means in order: 
te thereto. He deals with men as rationen 
e creatures, propoſes all thoſe motives are 
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„„ 
rouments | to their conſideration, which 
ould be ſufficient to engage their love to 
im, were it not for their hatred of his un- 


earts are conformed to God in regeneration. 
reaching the goſpel is the ordinary means 
rhich God makes uſe of to reconcile ſinners 


ork on the minds of finners as any means 
an poſſibly be + But yet all the motives the 
oſpel ſets before ſinners will be ineffectual, 


heir hearts and conform them to his glori- 
dus character,” ; 
CL ERG. God does indeed treat men as ra- 
al creatures, capable of being perſuaded, or 
wn to be reconciled to him by goſpel mo- 
es and arguments: and this is to me a de- 
dnſtration that they are ſo; but the Dr. ſays 


ſuch a kind that all thoſe means can have no 
ect, till they are firſt renewed ; then he al- 
s they will have a powerful influence. If 
God treats man, in the goſpel diſpenſation, 
being what he is not ; which is to treat him 
ntrary to truth, improperly and wrong, and 
emnly applies a courſe of means for the 
re of ſinners, which can have no effect till the 
PIPER 3 5 | cure 


. 8 ** 


hangable perfections; and theſe motives 
ave a powerful influence on all thoſe whoſe 


p himſelf; and it is as well calculated to 


vithout the agency of divine power to renew 


y are not; that their inwrought enmity is 


7 
7. 


< 28 * 
cure is firſt wrought by a different kind of: 
plication. He that imputes folly, and fy 
_ abſurd conduct to his Maker, let him anſ 
it. 

GEN T. 1 FI t kom ho "op can, oth 
wile than on his knees, with Job s confeſl 
in his mouth, Behold I am vile; | what ſhal 
anſwer thee ? I will lay my band on my mou 
Once have I ſpoben, but I will not anſwer ;) 
twice, but I will proceed no further. 

I will now let the Dr-reſt ; but have ak 
things collected from Mr. Hot pkins, out 

many, which are very faulty, ee Þ del 
your thoughts upon. —In bis treatiſe, intitle 
An Enquiry concerning the Promiſes of | 
Goſpel, he lays, p. 124, 125. The awake 
« ed, convinced finner, who. has taken a gt 
«« deal of pains in the uſe of means, and 

* hereby got a great degree. of-. inſtruction a 

knowlege, and yet remains 1Mpenitent, 1 

© in this reſpect, much more guilty and vil 
and a greater criminal in God's fight, thi 
if he had never atiained to this convicti 
and knowlege': yea, his! impenitence, and: 
c his other fins, are ſo aggravated by the lig 
and conviction he .obtains, that. whatclf 
« particular ways of known ſin he has forſake! 
« and how many ſoever external duties | 


* attends upon, yet, on the whole, he is v 


9 


df e a greater knner than he was when 
1d pe lived in ſecurity, and the neglect of the 
ani heans of grace. 80 that the impenitent, 


unregenerate finner does not grow better, 
but rather worſe by all the inſtruction and 
knowlege he gets in the uſe of means. And 
awakened, convinced ſinners, with whom 
moſt means are uſed, and who are moſt at- 
tentive to the concerns of their ſouls, and 
moſt in earneſt in the uſe of means, are 
commonly, if not al ways, really more guilty & 
odious in God's fight than they who are ſecure 
and at eaſe in their fins—p. 127, If theſe 
things be fo, then the ſinners who continue 
impenitent under the greateſt convictions of 
conſcience, and the moſt concern about their 


Othi 
ntefh 
? ſhal 
' mou 
er 3 j 


eak 
Out 
I del 
Atitle 
of t| 


vake 


a £1 fouls and ſalvation, and are conſequently 
ad taking the moſt pains, and uſing unwearied 
on endeavors, are uſually the greateſt fingers, 


nt, | 
d vl 
„the 
„ictio 


than they were when in a ſtate of ſecurity, 1 
and lived in a great meaſure in the neglect 
of the means of grace. And if they live and 


and die impenitent, their condemnation. will be 
lig more intolerable than if they never had that 
at cif conviction and knowlege, which by their 
lake attention to the goſpel they have attained, 5 


ies h 
is U 
otedl 


ow do you like theſe things, ſir? 
CLerg. Not at all. Tis uſual tonenlight 
121 ned 


really more guilty, more vicious and vile 


are more odious to God in proportion as thé 
become better, as Hopkins does. This is 
vil's arms. If this author was alone in the 
any attention to them but as they are embra 


mark upon them. This gentleman puts th 


hatred of fin, and ſo is not of the ſaving kind. 
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ned, convinced ſinners to complain that thy 
grow worſe - they ſee more of their own bat 
neſs than formerly, and ſo imagine they real 
grow more wicked, and are in danger of bein 
diſcouraged, But it is a new thing to teac 
them doctrinally, that they really do ſo, an 


are more awakened, and take more pains 
ready way to throw them directly into the de 
ſentiments, I would not trouble myſelf wit 
ced and taught by too many, Iwill a little re 


caſe of a ſinner who by his attention to th 
goſpel is enlightned, has gained much-chriſtia 
knowlege, and is under ſtrong convictions, ant 
is thereby put upon uſing his beſt endeavors td 
obtain mercy and grace, in the uſe of the meant 
of grace, and engaged to abſtain from his old 
ways of ſin, and carefully to practiſe -ou twarl 
duties. Such he ſuppoſes to be ſtill mpenrtent. 
By which he muſt be underſtood to intend that 
his repentance does not ſpring from the highell 
motives or principles, a ſupreme love to God 
and holineſs, and a diſintereſted governing 


For ſuch a finner- as he here deſcribes does 
An repent 
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ſpect to God and the eternal world, which . 


tained, of goſpel truths, - Hopkins deſcribes 
as forſaking and abt from his old 


em) as reforming his life and practiſing the 
ties of religion, as far as he can, and as ear- 
ſuy ſeeking God's mercy and ſalvation in the 
reful uſe of the appointed means of grace; 
d in a word, as going as far as he can under 
e influence of common grace, and the higheſt 
uminations and influences of the Spirit of 
od, hy the word, which are ſhort of regene- 
ting and ſaving. Is he now become a grea- 
finner than he was before ? Is he now more 
ilty and vile, and odious to God than he 


duld have been if his mind and conduct was 


ntrary to What it is? The motives he acts 
on are ſuggeſted to his mind by the word 
d Spirit of God. If they are not the higheſt 
otives, they are true motives, goſpel motives 
ſuch a conduct as he now obſerves; and the 
duct is ſuch as is required, though not the 
hole that is required. Is it then more wick- 
to act right i in part, than not at all? to be | 
fluenced to do part of our duty, by ſome of 
e reaſons and motives God ſets before ſinners 
A | p< 


d conduct with reſpect to fin.and' 5s y, with 
effected by the knowlege and belief he has CTY 


s, (forry, no doubt, that he ever practiſed q 
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85 none of them, and do no part of our duty 


inner, under deep conviction, cry to him fo 
mercy, than to hear him prophane his nam 


thief, who being hardened in his firſt thef 


to engage them hats than to be influence 


but to deſpiſe them all ? Is it a viler thing fq 
u poor ſinner to believe and fear God's Wrath 
and \endeavor to flee from it, than to diſbelicy 
and deſpiſe it, and run upon the point of hi 
fword <4 Is it more odious to God to hear 


and imprecate his curſe upon his head ? I]; 


| wk preſumptuouſly and commits a feconc 
eſs guilty than he would have been, if cor 
vinced ef his firſt fin; he had brought agai 
that which he ſtole, and ee alked God 


forgiveneſs N 
G ENT. It is ſaid that the: awakened, coil. 


vinced finner acts upon ſelfiſh principles an ut 


motives in all that he does in religion, not fron. 
the love, and for the ns of Moc and tho, 
is a wicked thing. 1 

CLEROG. God acts with a view to . ov... 
glory, and to our true intereſt, ſubordinaſh,, 
thereto ; and requires that we do ſo too. H, 
the convinced finner can't yet act upon thi, 


firſt and higheſt motive, yet in acting as ML, 7 


ought on the ſubordinate principle, he ach an 
right as far as he goes, and as God wills him Wc: 


Ws, though he $0691 not go ſo fat as he e Ty 


Hl 
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5 preſent conduct is therefore criminal in a 


ected the glory of God, nor cared for his own 
il and future well-being. And he who acts 
pht now, as far as he can, may, through the 
ace of God, attain to act alſo upon the beſt 
inciples: But if men will not be influenced 


ill ever have given them the higher. 
GenT. Mr. Hopkins ſeems to make the 
creaſed wickedneſs of the convinced finner 
be the reſult of his increaſed light. He ſays, 
His impenitence and all his other fins are 
5m aggravated by the light and conviction he 
00 attains that,” &c. 
CLERG. When, in proportion as light in- 
eaſes, men's enmity and oppoſition to the 
uth, and obſtinacy in their evil ways increaſe, 
ey do indeed grow more vile and odious in 
od's ſight, and in men's too. So it was with 
e incorrigible, malicious Phariſees, as our 
ord obſerves of them, FI had not done among 
bem the works which no other man did, they had 
ot had fin ; but now they have no cloak for their 
n. * Now they have both ſeen and hated both me 
nd my father. But the caſe of the convinced 
aner which Mr. Hopkins puts, is widel 
ferent from this. He does not ſtrive again 
i convictions, and maliciouſly reſiſt and rebel 
| E ſt 
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z degree than it would be if he neither re- 


the lower, there is no probability that they 


2 ( % ) 
againſt the light which ſhines in his mind, H 


ſubmits to its reproofs, and amends his wz 
and applies himſelf to do his duty as he is abi 
is ſtruggling againſt his luſt, and cries out, 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver m 
and cries to God for mercy and deliveran 
If his repentance is imperfect, ſo is his preſ: 
light: It is proportioned to his light; if q 
is ſhort of ſaving, ſo is the other. Where, 
what then is the great aggravation of his pn 
ſent fins by the light he has obtained, abo 
that of all his fins in his careleſs ſtate of min 
Iwonder gentlemen will talk ſo abſurdly. 
Indeed, if it were true as Dr. Whitaker ay 
« that the more natural men are enlightnt 
| the more they neceſſarily hate and abhor God, 
| Hopkins's doctrine would alſo be true: B 
| then the ſcriptures would be falſe ; for th 
certainly teach a contrary doctrine to theſe. 

This doctrine reflects great diſhonor upon ti 

holy Spirit ; for it is under his influence th 

. finners are awakened and put upon ſeekin 
meercey in an earneſt attendance on the means! 
N religion: It alſo ſtrongly tends to diſhearte 
and diſcourage awakened ſinners from applying 
themſelves to the means of religion, and ti 
make them deſperately bold in wickedneſs. 
 GenrT. Mr. Hopkins ſays (upon his princ 
ples) There is reaſon why the ſinner ſhou! 
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4 | a* 4 16 diligent! 


1 

diligently attend all means of inſtruction and 
koowlege, and ſufficient encouragement 
hereto. For without this inſtruction and 
knowlege the ſinner can't be ſaved.“ p. 127. 
CLERG. A very poor encouragement is then 
ficient, This thought, that let him do his 
ft he only becomes more guilty, vicious and 
ile than he would be if he ſhut his eyes and 
nned away in the dark, at all adventures, will 
ot greatly encourage him to open them: this 
efiection, that he only becomes more wicked 
y all his endeavors and prayers to become 
etter, and that if he fails at laſt, it will be 
nuch werſe with him forever, than it would 
ave been if he had never troubled his head 
bout theſe matters, can never animate his 
heart in ſtriving to enter in at the ſtraight 
pate; And a perſuaſion, that by all he does, 
br can do, he only becomes more odious in the 
ight of God, than he would be if he cared for 
one of theſe things, will never convince him 
that ſuch ſeeking as he is capable of, is a likely 
means for obtaining what he ſeeks. —— Theſe 
diſcouraging thoughts are wholly unballanced 
by theſe other thoughts, viz. that without 
that knowlege and conviction which makes 
the ſinner worſe, he can't be ſaved; and that 
this knowlege can be obtained only in the uſe 
of means.” If you urge a poor, guilty, con- 

een, 
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principles are true, the beſt way is to ſit till 


way than in that you urge him to. Upon theſt 
principles, tis fo far from being true that then 


E 
cerned, low - ſpirited ſinner to earneſt, perf 
vering diligence in ſeeking God's mercy an 
grace 1n the uſe of meags, upon theſe princi 
ples, telling him that without this knowley 
and application he can't be ſaved, he will re; 
dily reply, that he has become much work 
already by the pains he has taken in ſeeking 
God, and that the more he does, he ſhall only 
become the more odious and vile in his fight 
and you ſhall never perſuade him that this is 
likely way to obtain his mercy ; that if you 


and do nothing: If God deſigns to fave him 
he ſhall be brought home one time or other; 
and if not, that he ſhall be leſs miſerable in this 


18 ſufficient encouragement to a poor ſinner to 
ſeek, that he has mg true encouragement at all, 
This doctrine is a perfect ſnare of the foruter to 
poor, ignorant, perplexed ſouls.—Such tho'ts Ml « 
and reaſonings, uſed formerly, ſometimes, toi 

be ſecretly ſuggeſted, and urged upon the minds ll 
of awakened, concerned ſinners, by the devil, re 
with a view to diſcourage them from ſeeking : Nd 
and it has ever been the care of ſkilful and 
tender guides of fouls to detect the ſophiſtry of It 
the deceiver, and deliver poor ſinners out of p 


_ thele ſnares, craftily laid for them. But what is 
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terrible advantage has the enemy gotten a 


erk 
an inſt us z, that his vile ſuggeſtions and en- 
inciW@aring, faiſe reaſonings are mingled in with 


te doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, publicly taught 
d defended as doctrines of God, from the 
cred deſk, and by the preſs, by guides of the | 4 
ock of God ! Is this the fruit of our boaſted - | } 


al againſt errors, and of our refining upon 
ht WW thodoxy ? We ſeem, ſome of us, to have 
15 Wficed all the ſpirit and virtue of it away, and N. 
vou be bringing in a ſyſtem of errors, which have | - 
tile moſt deſtructive influence upon the intereſt 6 0 | 
im F virtue and genuine chriſtianity, What 
er; Hare we done that God ſhould ſet looſe tge 
thüirit of error among us in ſo awful and threat= | 7 
cle Ming a manner? Are our churches ſo far de= | 
ercMarted from the faith as to approve of theſe | 
to hings ? If fo, our glory is departing ; if not, > 


ey ought frongly to teſtify their diſappro- 
ation. | 
GENT. I had thoughts of mentioning ſeve- 
] particulars in a ſermon of Rev. Timothy 
len, on theſe words, What is Truth £ which 
. I think, very wrong; but I fear to be too 
ious. . 

ad CLerG. Ihave ſeen the ſermon you mention. 
of It is a very bad one, and abounds with Sande- 
of Panian errors: and the author is heretical in 
at is notions of the Trinity, and has many other 
a 5 | =.» 
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notion of Dr. Whitaker's, viz. That rege 
14 faith, and is wrought by the abſolute Powe 


Crxxc. I did not hear that diſcourſe ; b 


hope the Dr. is not gone fully into this ne! 


1 


wild imaginations. But his reputation and it 
fluence are ſo much ſunk, that there is no gre; 
danger of his doing much miſchief ; ſo 
will take no further notice of him. 

_ GewrT. I had thopghts alſo of giving you 
few extracts from ſome of Dr. Bellamy's wr 
tings, which, I think, deſerve cenſure ; b 
they don't lie directly in your road; fo I pi 
them by, I think he has not publiſhed mu 
upon the. Sandemanian errors: But it is (ai 
that in his diſcourſe delivered at the colle 
chapel laſt commencement, he advanced th 


4% neration is not effected by light, but preccci 


ce of the Spirit.” 


have heard ſeveral gentlemen who were preſ 
ſpeak of it, who gave me much the ſame ac 
count of his doctrine as you do; and ſaid th 
many of our moſt judiciqus, orthodox divine 
were much offended with it. However, 


ſcheme. He is a gentleman of ſo much ſenſ 
that upon further reflection, I preſume he wi 
retract that erroneous notion concerning regt 
neration, if he has ever at all admitted it, aut 
approve himſelf ſound in the faith, and there! 
give joy to his brethren, whom he once mad 
jad. Tha 


EY (0 3 
That ſcheme of errors which we have been 
marking upon is bad in it's ſelf, and worte 
it's conſequences ; fatally deſtructive of 
riſtianity. Theſe which follow are inevi- 
ble conſecuences of theſe falſe notions, viz. 
Firſt, That the enmity of natural men to 
od is not a moral diſeaſe, but a conſtituti- 
al, mental, mechanical madnefs, if ſuch an 
xpreflion may be admitted. For moral diſ- 
aſes are, from their nature, as moral, curable, 
at all, only by moral means, and the exertion 
f a moral power, But this diſeaſe of out 
Wature, according to theſe new notions, is eu- 
able by power only, only by the exertion of 
power as different from the power of divine 
uth and love, as a mechanic power is from 2 
CV TY „ 
Another conſequence is, that natural man 
$ not a moral agent. How can he be fo, if 
1s nature is ſuch that moral truth and motive 
eceſſarily produce effects in him contrary to 
heir nature? as Dr. Whitaker's doctrine ſays 
hey do. He is a moral monhtr, and mad by 


al government? = | 
Another neceſſary conſequence is, that it is 

o no more purpoſe to urge goſpel truths and 
otives on unconverted men, to perſuade them 

o be reconciled to God, than to reaſon with a 


ature. | Is ſuch a creature a fit ſubje& of mo- 


mad 


64 | 
mad man, with a view to cure him of his di. 
traction ; and that the goſpel miniſtry, as i 
reſpects the unconverted, is the vaineſt, fool. 
= iſheſt, and abſurdeſt thing in the whole world, 
* What would you think ef the conduct of ; 
4 phyſician, who, with a ſhew of great compaſ. 
ſion to a ſick and diſtracted ſervant, ſhoul 
preſcribe to him, and command him to take: 
courſe of medicines in order to his cure, which 
'f (though of excellent virtue in ſome caſes) he 
' knows are not at all adapted to his caſe, but 
will only inflame his diſeaſe and make hin 
more raving: and becauſe he does not mend 
but grows worlſe under the uſe of theſe means 
kindles wrath againſt him, and commands hin 
to be burnt to death as a deſpiſer and abuſer d 
his love and care for him, ſaying, with tear 
of ſeeming compaſſion in his eyes, I woull 
have healed you, but you would not be healed! 
Tears, as deceitful as Judas's kiſſes. 
GenT. I ſhould think him the mot fall: 
unreaſonable and cruel perſon in the who: 
world: And tie doctrines which imply ſuch 
horrible conſequences, moſt certainly, are not 
from above, but from beneath. 
CLERG. Doubtleſs they are fo, We juſtly 
abhor the rack and inquifition as inſtruments 
of great cruelty. But this ſyſtem of falſe doc- 


trines * torments for ſouls in travail. 
Anothe 
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mmon grace which does at all Prepare aps 
ediſpoſe men to receive the kingdom of God; 
t that the moſt careleſs, abandoned and pro- 
pate wretches are as near to the kingdom of 
od, and as well diſpoſed to receive it as the 


a pillar in his building. And Dr. Whitaker 
d Mr. Hopkins, upon their principles, muſt 
mit it, if they will be ſelf-conſiſtent, For 
e ſays, the, more natural men ſee of God's 
Iaracter, the more their hatred to it ariſes ; 
d che other ſays, the more they know of gal 
| truth and ſtrive to enter in at the ſtraight 
te, the worſe they grow. If theſe things are 
common grace is no grace. It is, not only, 


is no grace to ſuch, in. its nature, tendency, 
d defign,: And. all the common influences of 
e holy Spirit on them are vain triflings. 
hey are a means that don't at all prepare the 
bject for the end that is profeſſedly aimed at 
them And. ſinners can't, in equity, be an- 
e not improyable by them to any ſpiritual 
Wange. 
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F ; Another 


Another conſequence, is, that there is no 
eparatory work of the Spirit, no influence of 


oft enlightned, con C cr ned, and. earneſt ſeeke 1. 
ndeman avows this conſequence, and makes 


entually no favor to thoſe who never obtain 
ecial grace, through their abuſe of it; but 


1 * ence of this ſchey 
is, that the Spirit of Chriſt, acting in charad 
as the great teacher of his truth and love, a 
enlightner and drawer of ſouls, can do no ny 
towards converting ſinners, than you or I 
.We uſed to think and ſay, as our veneri} 
fathers taught us, and the holy apoſtles befy 
them, that men, and miniſters of the goſp 
can't convert ſinners and draw them to 60 
becauſe they can only ſpeak the quicknin 
converting truths into their ears; but that 

| Spirit of Chriſt, by ſpeaking it into their hes 
prevails, and divinely perſuades and drt 
them home to God in Chriſt. But accordi 
to our new divines, this internal teaching i 
do no more towards converting the ſoul th 
the merely external. The holy Spirit adi 
as the Spitit of truth and nuts love, upt 

the minds and hearts of poor ſinners can eff 
nothing. The more clearly and ftrongly! 
repreſents and impreſſes the glorious tru 
upon them, the more farionſl they rage 
their enmity againſt the truth, and the four 
tain of truth. Their enmity turns the ec 
of his ſword : **The fword of the Spirit 111 

"word of God,” with which he wis girded wii 

he was ſent forth from the F athef, * the 80 
as his miniſter, to ſubdue the enmity of nil 


and make them willing captives to ”— Save 
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t he can effect nothing by it; the harder he 
ikes the head of this enmity with his ſword, 
e ſtronger and more lively it grows: (for 
e more natural men ſee of God's character 
id glory in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, the more 
des their enmity riſe and exert itſelf; if we 
ay believe our new teachers.) In ſhort, he 
quite defeated, in the uſe of his own proper 
ſeapons, by every fooliſh finner: And if he 
fill conquer at laſt, he finds himſelf obliged 
> throw away his ſword, and betake himſelf 
> a very different kind of power, which has 
jothing more of the moral kind in it, than the 
ction of a watch-maker in taking out of a 
adly conſtructed watch a ſuperfluous ſpring 
hich prevents the action of the true ſpring. 
ow far the doctrine which draws ſuch hor- 
ible conſequences, reflects impious diſhonor 
upon the Spirit of ra Chriſt, thoſe gentle- 
en would do well ſeriouſly to confider, who 
ESE. . + - 3 
GEN T, If the covenant people refuſe to bear 
their teſtimony againſt ſuch abominable doct- 
rine, the ſtones of the ſtreet will cry out. But 
by what further teſtimonies of ſcripture could 
oe ede 
CLERG. By innumerable. I only mention 
two or three, Paul ſays, Ve all with open 
185 | ff! 


1 44. 
ace, 7 N as 775 4 g 210 * goſpel dilpe 
ſation) the | A of the are changed i 
the ſame 4 4 . Chriſt ſays to the ui 
converted Jews, ¶ ye continue in my word. 
ſhall knaw es a and the truth ſhall mi 
you free. 1. 1 e ap oſtle James ſays, Of bis 
wil begat he us, —_— the word of truth, ( 
goſpel, truth. | 00 Ds, Whitaker himfelf 
after all he has ſaid ag ainſt the truth, has gi 
ven full teſtimqny to 10 in theſe words, 7 
realiſing view and reception of the mort 
beauty and glory of S0 is that which is th 
motive that firſt prevails with the ſinner tore 
turn and be reconciled to him.” p. 34.— 
In this he does indeed contradict himſelf, 4 
he frequently does i in theſe diſcourſes. But! 
am glad his thoughts are ſometimes right; { 
hope he will ſoon become confiſtently . 

Gent, Iwiſh he may, and all the gentle. 
men of your cloth ; for ſome of You, by your 
frequent inconſiſtencies and ſelf- contradictionꝭ 
perplex and confuund our underſtandings, and 
give great occaſion. 'of ridicule to tho who 
are diſpoſed to take it. -But though you 
won't allow this {cheme * doctrine to be apo- 
ſtolical and divine, yet I ſuppole y * will ad: 
mit it as ſound Calviniſm. _ 

CLERG.: No fir, by no means. All Indie- 


ous Calvinilt divines, who underſtand them- 
ſelves, 


1 920 , 
yes, conſtantly aſſert that canverſion or pe- 
neration is wrought by light, by the'motal, - 
wer of divine truth aud Tove, as believed ick 
alized. They ibdeed acknowlege the weak> . 
ſs and corruption of human nature ſince tie 
| to be fuch, that men neither will, nat caß 
believe and realize goſpel truth as'to. be te 
wed by its influence, unjeſs the Spirit of . 
th accompany the word and fpeak it, as, 
te, to the heart, (which is true): But theft 
power he exerts is, as they zcknowlege, 4 
oral power, i. e. the powerful energy of the 
0 TSR NIL SIS A $36 af n 12 
irit, acting as the Spirit of truth, righteouſ- 
A penvleman of ſenſe to whom this dialague was ved, :nb4 
ed ther the apaſtie ſeems tecrepretent the power by ud 
'ars quickned ' from the deadneſs of fan, as of tho fame kind 
h that by which Jeſos Chriſt was raiſed from; the dead, Hp 
18-20. And that in ot her tents This is ſpo hom of, the ef * 
the ho of the holy Ghoſt; which ſee m toe faves D. Whin \ 
* notion of the power.by which me nate regenerated. Poss “ 
s ſine orhers h reading this may have the fame objet ion ia ( 
j 


2 


ir thoughts. I therefee remark's little an tibet text.. 
apoſtle there te li the A phe ſian churches that he prayed fog . 
My tat ib et of 1hieir nx1derflanding may be eulightned, 1h. 


who ee ee ebe is 144 boys of God's calling; and what the riches | 4 


the play of bis inbivit ance in i int; 'and what the excerding_ 3, 

Ives of bis power" tous ward who buiitws, (which is) according 1 

b working of his mighty power, which be wrought in Jeſus iN 
ft, when be raiſed bim from the dias end ſit bim at bit own 2 

"1 bend, &c, It is, I think, very mavifeft that the apeſtie ty | 15 
ſpeaking of that poet which God exerted in * | | 

m from the moral death of fin; but of a power which he will 

cafter exert in favor to them, thu: quickned alteady; a power | 

© to that by which he raiſed Chriſt from'the dead and —_ 4M 
enen BO wor ng Th n dne fe "Tl Hun is 3 


FP 
In Calvin's time there were ſome who hel 
Bot regeneration and repentance go befon 
aith. He cenſures this as error, confuty 
their reaſonings in ſupport of this notion, an 
maintains that reperſtance ſprings from faith 
as fruit out of a tree; and ſays, that regene. 
ration is included in repentance. See his In 
ſtitutions, b. 3. ch. 3, to which he gives thi 
title, That we be regenerate by faith ; and hi 
diſcourſe anſwers the title.. 

_ GenT, Well, be that as it will, it litt 


concerns me, My care is to know what is the 
FE 1 dcoectrine 
| fin to glory, and productive of like effect in them, quickned 
their mortal bodies, and exalting them to glory with him. 
He gives us a perſe@ explanation of his meaning here, (if i: a 
be thought to need any explanation) in Phil. 3. 20, 21. 7% 
Chris ſball change eur wile body that it may be faſhioned like unk 
gleriour body, according to the working whereby be it able to ſub 
all thing! ante bim/e/f. The moral change of the mind is of u 
eſſentially different kind from the literal ar mechanical chang 
ol the body, and is effected by the exertion of a diffc:cat kia 
oſ power. === Each effect requires a power ſujred to its natur 


* 


and the power proper to one effect, can never produce the othe I 
To argue from one to the other is therefore idle and impe hi 
nent. The Spirit of Godis poſſeſſed of theſe t wo different kin 
of power, and exerts the one or the other acgatding as he wills al 
produce a change of the moral or phyſical kind, in moral being Cl 
or others =——{ixalt the power of the holy Spi; it as much i Tr 
you pleaſe, in effecting the moral change in the tonl, called : 
generation; but then don't confound it with the power exert h 
upon dead bod ies inquickning and glorifying them; byt confidant tf 

and repreſent it according to its nature, as a moral power, which fi 
is the power of goſpel truth and love, applied by the Spirit . , 
truth and love to the ſqul, with his own peculiar energy, 1 p 
will free us from abundance of confuſion and abſuidity io 0ifl- + 


thought and teaſoning: on this lubjeQ, 


octrine that Jeſus Chriſt, and his holy apoſ- 


belles taught, and to believe and practice accor- 


efoningly. You have cenſured the nadir | 
futeMWotions of the enmity of man's heart againf 
„an od. But is there no ſuch thing as 4 ſpirit 
fauler enmity againſt God working in the carnal 
ei, ht TN OE 
11 CrtrG. Doubtleſs there is. The apoſtle 


ys, the carnal mind is exmity againft God; and 
inners find it ſo in their own experience of 
he workings of their own hearts. 


thin 
4 hi 


i erz. And the apoſtle fays, this carnal 
; thWmind cannot be ſubject to the law of God. 


rin Cr ERG. And for this reaſon this carnal 
cWtemper muſt be mortified, and a better and 
Holy temper introduced inte the mind or heart. 


Ih The apoſtle does not ſay this happy change of 
„ niad and heart can't be effected by the influ- 


ol ul 
hat *. 


0 


ence and power of goſpel truth and love, but 


mity, changes and reconciles the ſoul by letting 


tüie 3 11 1 EA 12 E LAY » 
the in the light, and a ſweet, attractive ſenſe of his 
* holy truth and love. The new divines indeed 


are ſo bold as to ſay all this is not ſufficient to 


ilk & | tug, gs w on 
= convert and reconcile one ſoul, But there arg 
ch ul 


mote: than ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
holy, happy ſaints, whoſe experience condemns 


d « 


ore 


{6 them, and who are prepared to bear their joy- 
al teſtimony to the quickning, converting 


| 0h 
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the contrary. God graciouſly ſubdues the en- 


power of the goſpel. Gun. 
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God 
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guard the tr 


would toom 


churc 


e 
tent with them. The errors are of ſuch a 
ture and. tendency that they devour the 
aths, as Pharaoh's ſeven lean kine did the 


cr1-BWyen well-favored and fat=fleſhed kine : and 
ol cy are alſo like them, poor, very ill-favored, 
„ lran-feſhed, ſuch as were never ſeen in all 
7 e land for badneſs. Theſe are the fore- run- 
an 


ers of infidelity and all impiety, on one hand; 
d on the other, they prepare the ignorant, 
perſtitious and enthuſiaſtical, to become to- 
ally ſubverted in their underſtanding, and an 
aſy prey to the firſt plauſible invader, — 
his new ſyſtem, or rather chaos of divinity, 
a hard-hearted, arbitrary, cruel tyrant, a 
ormentor of ſouls ; it ſcandalouſly miſrepre- 
nts the character and conduct of God, and 
mplicitly blaſphemes the diſpenſation of his 
Wis grace to a ſinful world; it offers as great 
front to reaſon, common ſenſe and experience, 
the doctrines of Rome; and the higheſt poſ- 
ble abuſe and inſult to human nature. Dr. 
Whitaker ſays, „Man is turned devil ;” and 
before he gets out of his hands he makes him 
ook worſe than a devil. It is greatly to be 
viſhed that all who have the office of teachers 
ff religion to others, would themſelves learn 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to give a honoring repreſenta - 
tion of his Father's more than paternal 4ind- 
neſs and love towards man, and breath Jeſus's 
5 | „ compaſ- 


CF RA 

compaſſionate tenderneſs towards l periſh 
ing ſinners, in theit doctrine. 

ENT. Well fir, I wiſh the Happy tinf 
may ſoon come. „But you acknowlege ther 
is ſome truth retained in this new ſcheme, thy 
may perhaps correct the noxious qualities 
the errors, and render the whole 2 ſafe med 
cine for ais UP: 

CLERG. The truth has the misfortune an 
diſhonor to be very. unequally. yoked. I wil 
they were kept apart. The truth would d 
much more good, and the errors much |el 
hurt ; I believe none at all, but only ſerve 281 
foil, to ſet off to advantage the excellence an 
glory of the truth. But this blundering mi- 
ture of new orthodoxy with the old, onl 

erves to ſpoil both; it is, in one reſpect, like 
putting new wine into old bottles: and I thin 
no man, in his right mind, having drank of th: 
old wine, ſtraightway deſireth the new, for ht 


faith” the old is better. ; 
EER EEELEMOELLELEERE 


DIALOG V E Second. 


Up the 125555 of Man's Enmity againſt Gil 


G1 vo remember 8 that yeſterday 
. J you gave me leave to hope that 


at another time, you \ wauld communicate bs 
ide 


* + i . 
: w » wa # 2 wn i * 
— 


WJ 
jo'ts on the ſubject of man's natural enmity 
inWainſt God. If the preſent is agreable to you, 


1 li 


* 


na vill now expect that favor. 
tu Crx RG. I am at your ſervice, fir. | 
„ MM GexnrT. Dr. Whitaker fays, as I obſerved 


ſterday, that „the quarrel is againſt God as 
dathed with his true character; that the 
hole character of God, every tittle of it, is the 


ell 


7 LAY 3A : ; . » 
wil ect of the finner's hatred ; that this enmity 
1 (Wn10ate and interwoven with the very frame 


the heart ; and that the more God's charac- 
is known, the more it will be hated by all 
tural men.” I think, 'fir, you don't ap- 


lel 
28 
any 


ni oe of this doctrine. Tm” CCR 
onfCLERG. It appears to me that the Dr's 
nie ts on this ſubject are indigeſted, ſuperficial, 
hink not exactly juſt. Perhaps you will think 


ne more ſo: however, I will let you know 
Mm, Suffer me to make ſeveral obſervati- 
ER”: „VVͤVVVVVVVVo 

irſt, That the general paſſions of love and 
red are indeed ö jnnate, and interwoven 
th the very frame of our hearts,” and con- 
ute part of their natural character That 
is the natural and right object of the paſſi- 
of loye, and evil of hatred. ——Good ma 
diſtinguiſhed into two general kinds, natu- 


* 


you! and moral; ſo may evil. A -pirit of equity 
hot benignity is morally good Varightecuf- 
neſs, 


Ls 1 
neſs, partiality, fraud, malignity, and cruely 
are moralt 
Obſerve alſo, There isin man a natura! fh 
culty whereby he is rendered capable of di 
cerning and diſtinguiſhing between moral gay 
and evil, as well as natural, and readily per 
ceives the one to be right, amiable, and worth 
of eſteem and honor, the other wrong, hatch 
and blame-worthy, immediately, as ſoon! 
theſe objects are ſeen by the mind in their tu 
light, or as being what they really are, with 
out any further reaſoning about them. Thi 
faculty is innate,“ an eſſential part of then 
tural conſtitution of all intelligent and mor 
beings, as ſuch ; and is found in experien 
actually exiſting both in righteous and wicke 
men. On this is founded the principle a 
| power of natural conſcience, Beaſts want tl 
faculty of moral diſcernment, and therefore # 
naturally incapable of moral government: ti 
it out of our nature, or ſuppoſe it deſtroyed! 
inverted in man, and he is as unfit g ſybjei 
ſuch a government as they, 

From hence it neceſſarily follows, that al 
ions and characters which are morally go 
when viewed by the mind in their rue hf 
or as being what they really are, can't butq 
pear good, amiable, and worthy "of eſteem 


honor, conſidered abſolutely in Fhemien 
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d they are in fact ſo regarded by all men, in 
is view. of them, and cannot be hated for 
eir own fakes ; and, on the contrary, actions 
nd characters morally evil, viewed as above, 
ppear to the mind evil, are diſapproved as 
bjects of moral hatred. To ſuppoſe the con- 
rary is inconſiſtent with the exiſtence and 
hatchMExcrciſe of the above-mentioned faculty of 
ſoon Wilcerning and diſtinguiſhing between moral 
ir vod and evil; or otherwiſe, is to ſuppoſe the 
, witiWame object, in the ſame view. of it, to appear 

Toth good and evil, at the ſame time, and for 
the u the ſame reaſon ; which is abſurd and impoſ- 
fible, We do in fact ſee things in real life, as 


ruely 


ral fi. 
of di 
: ] go 


y per 
orth 


mon 

riena this reaſoning ſhews them to be. Nothing is 
vice more common than to hear vicious men con- 
le u demn the vices in others, which they allow in 
nt thi themſelves, when circumſtances are fo varied 


that they don't ſee themſelves in them; and 


ore 
tali on the other hand, approve and commend thoſe 
yed i virtues in others which they refuſe to practiſe: 
jedi and what is more, in their calm and ſerious 


intervals, they do, and can't but ſecretly dif. 
approve their own evil conduct and blame 


it al 
lip 


ue 


themſelves for it, (and would ceaſe from it too 
if particular luſts did not draw them on) accor- 
ding to that ancient acknowlegement of the 
n 40 heathen philoſopher, *1 ſee and approve thaſe 
lo ing, vubich are good, but prattiſe theſe that are 


( 54 ) 

cuil. Which is a demonſtration that virtij 
is not hated as virtue, nor vice loved as vice 
Vicious men do indeed too often call evil good, 
and good evil; but this is always effected by 
miſrepreſenting them to themſelves, and cloath. 
ing them with unnatural circumſtances, where: 
by they make them' appear to their minds 
with a different face from the true. 
-+ GENT. What you lay, fir, ſeems to carry: 
great ſtrengthlof evidence with it; but will it 
not hence follow, that carnal men have and ca 
have no enmity to God, contrary to what you 
acknowleged yeſterday? ß 

CLERG. No, fir: Pleaſe to have a little pa- 

1 and keep up a calm, unjealous attenti- 

I truſt things will come out right preſent- 
1 to the honor of God, advantage of religion, 
and your own ſatisfaction. Suffer me to ob- 
ſerve further, ͤö; .  Frwnd 

Actions, and agents or characters morally 
good, may be conſidered in a twofold view; 
either firſt, ſimpl y, or- abſolutely as they are in 
themſelves : in which view of them, I have 
ſaid, and I believe proved, that they can't be 
hated, can't but be approved as right and good 
by the mind of man, and by all moral beings : 
—Or ſecondly, they may be conſidered rela- 
tively, or as they reſpect us. In this relative 
view 1 them, may poſſibiy be hated, and 
in 
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fact they too often are, becauſe they militate 
W-ziolt ſome particular luſt of our's, or are in- 
onſiſtent with ſome private intereſt we have 


C 


— 
cv £2 


reaſon, ſeeing the equity of the judge's ſen- 
ence againſt another perſon, as a cruel mur- 
erer, who he has no intereſt in, will very 
eadily approve the judgmeut, becauſe he. ſees 
he rightgouſaeſs and equity of it ; but let him 


or his treaſon, and his heart may very poſſibly 
in eben againſt hi, judge, eb the 
w, and againſt the king ; and perhaps he 
rl puſh, bis, enmity, fo far if he can, as to 
throne his rightful ſovereign. But What is 
ene levelled again? hu en e 
ondemning, ſentence ſimply, as. righteous? 
Jet at all: It is againſt it only as militating 
gainſt his life. His love:to his life is ſtronger 
han his regard to righteouſheſs, and ſuppreſſes 
he acting of that. However, we often ſee 
he ſenſe of righteouſneſs, ſo ſtrong, even in 
inſanctified minds, under condemnation” for 


* 2 — * „ 


"juſt enmity, and bring them to yield them- 
elves to the hands of juſtice. And all con- 
ineed ſinners are bro't to aſcribe righteouſneſs 
o the great God, and ſubmit at his foot, be- 
ore they receive his renewing and pardoning 


= . 
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Fd 


nuch at heart. Thus a man who is guilty of 


e arraigned, and upon a fair-trial, condemned 


heir crimes, as to prevent the riſings of this 
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if the enmity was againſt righteouſneſs for itt 


this view of them, amiable as well as awful, 


mercy ; (and this Dr. Whitaker owns, ai 
even carries the matter too far) which they ne. 
ver could be bro't to till they are new made 


own ſake, or as righteous, and innate, and 
part of the preſent frame of the human heart, 
as he repreſents the matter: and ſo he ſome: 


— 


* 


times ſays. ?“ 


Obſerve further, The character of the ble(M -« 
ſed God is the firſt, the higheſt; the moſt e. I 
eellent of all moral characters. All mor jay 
perfections are united in him, and in the high! 
eſt poſſi ble degree; and th e natural perfection f 
as united with, and exerted for the purpoſe o. 
diſplaying and exerciſing the moral, are, in 


Oo is therefore in himſelf abſolutely and in. 
ne ſays, p. 15. © I firmly believe that no man ever wa of 2 
will be reconciled to God, till he is brought ro approve ai 


7 


_ cartil; urconverted) .“ white under the power of eortuption, 


« williagly ſubmit to that righteouſneſs of God which is reveal 
& cd from heaven againſt all unrighreouſneſs and ungodlineſic 
men, and according to which he will render indignation and 
-* wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every-foul of man th 
4% doeth evil: Which implies more in it than a bare owning t 
« God is righteous, and will take vengeance on the wicked 
40 It implies an apptobation of, aud love to it, ſo as to dig 
„in God os tbir account, as well as Tor his infinite grace, lo 
“ and mercy to thoſe that are layed,” 3 8 

The good gentleman is here got over into the contrary exe! 
to that which generally prevails in theſe diſcourſes.— He ha 
ſaid, p. 12. It is impoſſible for ſuch a depraved ſoul,” (ti 


vs ro ſubmit to the puniſhment of his crimes, as heartily to appioſ » * 
the law, and the judge that condemns him," | 


5 EL 

e HT mt 5+ { 1 37 th EE Ge 
Mfnitely amiable. He can't then be che object of 
e. Mbatred to any moral being, conſidered ſimply 
& Wis himſelf; or in other words, his character 
nt be hated for its own fake, or as appear- 
1 (Ming tothe mind wrong and worthy of diſappro- 
ct, Mbation in its own nature. If any do hate it, as | 
wicked men inſome ſenſe do, it is only as re- 
Whitively conſidered, and from intereſted views. 
e Gexx. It may be as you fay, for ought thit ⁶⁵ 
*I know to the contrary ; but Dr. Whitaker | | 


g 


ſays, p. 1 3: s it not very abſurd to ſuppoſe 


« that- 


hat pur native enmity to God ariſes oy 
o from, the apprehenſion of his anger againlt 
os? If this were true, it would follow that 
wen would have no enmity againſt God of - | 
uu his aw; till they com 2 to believe he is angry 

in with them. But is there not 'a manifeſt 

el contratiety to God in the heatts of men, 
"apart ſtom all conſiderations of bim as an 
E 1 


6 CrrRG. Doubtleſs there is ſuch a prevails 

es contrariety to God and his laws in thehearts = 

of men, ſo far as luſts of fin rule in them. ' But 

„bea, if this they are contrary to tbemſelves, as 

rell as to God: If they have light in their 
underſtanding, they diſapprove what they al- 

Wow in practiſe, and approve the law as juſt 

(dad good, at the ſame time that, for their luſts 

6, lace, they bear partial enmity to it, as contra — 2 
„„ | HR ; ry | 4 
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658) . 
ry to them. And if they thus hate the Jay 
they at the ſame time blame and condemi 
t hemſelves as acting wrong in acting colitrary 
beo it; which is a jultificatioit of God and hi 
law, and a demonſtration that this enmity u 
God is an intereſteq and unnatural paſſion, and 
does violence to the moral ſenſe plan ted in th 
mind by the hand of the Creator : and hercit 
lies the great malignity of wilful fin. : | 
From what has been obſerved on this ſud 


ject, it follows, that it is not engl gh to engagt 


# - 


a ſinner to love God with a ſupreme practical 
regard, to ſhew- him the character of God, as 
auable in itſelf; he muſt alſo be ſhewn hoy 

at is couſiſtent with his happineſs, and has: 
benign aſpect upon him, and how his life aud 
Happineſs are connected with his duty to God, 
Tis the great deſign of the goſpel to do both 
theſe. And when the oy Spirit gives this 
double view to the mind of a poor ſinner, Mou 
the word of the goſpel, and ſtrongly impreſieM., 
this ſenſe upon the heart, there needs no more. Nerr 
his enmity dies, ſlain by the moral power ol”. 
'/ this glorious light of the truth and love of Godin 
huis heart, is reconciled, and flows out in ad ing 
miring love and praiſe, and diſſolves in gen-, 
ine repentance: he is a new creature, in th 
moral ſenſe. This agrees both with the doc 
trine and experience of the holy apoſtles. 35 
n . 00 9099 hi 
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lays, We all with open (unveiled) face, behold 
ing, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are 
hanged into the ſelf ſame image. And again, 
God bath ſhined in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowlege of the glory of God in the face of 
eſus Chriſt, And John ſays, We love God, 
wcauſfe he firſt loved us. 


„ 


GeyT, Dr. Whitaker, mentioning theſe. 


words of John, ſays to this purpoſe, * God's 
10 « love to ys is not the moral cauſe of our love 1 
1c 9 


to him, but the efficient cauſe of it.“ p. 41. 

CI xRO. I ſuppoſe he goes into this forced 
and unjuſt interpretation of the text, from hard 
neceſſity: for in the obvious ſenſe of the apoſ- 
tle's words, they oppoſe and overthrow his 
new ſcheme of doctrine. But I think it is 
much ſaſer, much better, and more honorable 
for men to remove their own wrong notions 
out. of the way of the holy apoſtle's, than to. 
compel them to give the yay to their upſtart 


8 * 


errors. But I return to the ſubject. | 
Another Pans Ten is, that the enmity of 
man's heart againit God is not, properly ſpeak- 
ng, one of the innate,” or natural paſſions, 
inter woven with the frame of our hearts,” as. 
Dr. Whitaker ſays it is; or in other words, it is 
dot one of the primary paſſions of humannature, 
in the preſent ſtate of it, but is a SOUL 
paſſion only, a conſequence and reſult of par- 
= | ticular 


N 
ticular wrong affections, indulged in oppoſition 
to the law and will of God. Any particulat 
ſinful affection, whether of the fenſual, covet. 
ons, or ambitious Kind, (of which we have the 
ſeeds of more than enough in us ever fince the 
fall) thus indulged, is practical oppoſition, or 
_ enmity, if you pleaſe, to the law of God. And 
theſe perſiſted in againſt light, will draw after 
them a higher and more malignant kind of 
enmity againſt God, as ſtanding in the way of 
ſuch indulged luſts. And in this caſe, if the 
ſenſe of God's righteouſneſs in oppofing and 
condemning the hnner in his evil way is weak, 
(as it too commonly is) and the ſenſe of his 
own faultineſs low and dull, this enmity may 
flame out dreadfully, and work, up to blaſphe- 
my and curſing. This is the preſent ſtate of 

devils, and in a ſad degree the caſe of ſome men. 
But it is a great miſtake to ſuppoſe and teach 
that things will remain in this horrid copfuſton f 
in withed minds forever, as too, mapy. do.— 
When God comes near to judgment be will Wi 
reveal his righteouſneſs, frogs heaven, and im- We 
preſs upon all witked ſouls, both of men anf Fi 
devils, ſuch a cleat, convincing, ſtrong ſenſe of 
the equity and fairneſs, and fl, Af of hit 
diſpenfations, towards them in their former 
ſtate of trial, of the heinouſnels of their offes- 
bes end of the Juſtice and moral neceſr of 
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emnation, (which 


nd 
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a 
blatphemous rage againſt God. No; 
 will'at laſt, in this reſpect, be as ſilent as 
' Fobſerved above, that the enmity of finful 
fouts againſt God's true character is directed 
ipainft it only as relatively conſidered, and is. a 
kcondary.pafſion, which ariſes in the heart i 
ronſe quence of men's indulgence of particulag 
luſts, which firſt lead them into a practical op- 
poſition to the law and righteous will of Gods 
When the light of truth manifeſts their deedg 
to be evil and reproves them, and kindly calls 
hem back into the right way, if they ſubmit, 
lathe reproof, and obey the merciful call, their 
ns FA 1100047 5+ 111) ee 
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1 7 VINE n 
F 
oppoſition to God ceaſes, no higher enmity ca 
riſe in their hearts; their enmity is turned 
againſt their on luſts: But if they refuſe tg 
receive reproof, and perſiſt in their fins again 


light, thelight becomes offenſive, and they 


hate it, as reproving them: The /corner hat 
him that reproveth him. But ſtill, even in ſpite 
of themſelves, they do, and can't but ſecretly 
approve God's character as right and good, 
whenever they are brought to view it in it's 
true light; ſuch is the natural and unchangabl; 


frame or conſtitution of their ſouls, as intelli- 


gent and moral beings. God has placed in 
every man's breaſt, and will forever maintain 
there, a true witneſs for himſelf, and again! 
their own wickedneſs; which will ſpeak, ayd 
can't but be regarded as *reproving with equi- 
ty,” wheneyer the light of God, breaks in upon 
* A certain gentleman hearing this dialogue read, objeFed io 
me that I miſtepteſented the ſentiments of thoſe gentlemen who 
think with Nr. Whitaker ; that he never knew any dmong them 


who do not acknow lege a moral canſtitution of nature, the patu: 


ral powers of reaſon and conſcience, Perhaps ſome others In 
reading, may make the fame reflection. For their ſakes, I here 
give the anſwer I gave him. © Ir is tue they do zckno wlege 
ſuch Faculties. in human yargie; I have nor; ſaid they do not; 
Bur they are inconfiftent with themſelves, and pive ſuch a del- 
e the natural epmity of the heart to God's whole ch3- 
racer, aud all moral excellence, 2, if f/ ue, neceſſauiy impliet 
he deſtraſtion of natural conſcience.” Natural con ſeience pe- 
er ſſarily implics a faculty by which we diſeein the diffetenee be- 
tween moral good or excellence, and its contrary, and that 1 
E win 


The Phariſees, in our Saviour's time; cars 


7 caffMticd their enmity againſt God and all that js 
rnedMorally good, as far as moſt men have done 
ſe iind yet they are pracłical witneſſes to the truth 
ainiMot what I have ſaid. Our Lord repreſented 
they weir own wicked character to them, in his 
ell parable of the vineyard let out to huſbandmen, 
lpite in ſuch a manner as to give them a clear and 
eth juſt vie w of at, and at the ſame time to conceal 
ood, MM from them their concern in it; and then aſked 


able vineyard cometh, what will he do to theſe buſ 
elli-W b2ndinen ? They, ſay unto him, be will miſerably 
1 in rey tboſe wicked men, Mat. 21. 40, 41.— 
tain They readily faw the moral badneſe of their 
inſt WM character, and bated and condemned it; they 
apa ſaw what juttice required to be done in the 
ju caſe, and readily approved it as good and fit. 
pon The Lord then applied the parable to them; 


The and they ſeeing their own face in the glafs, 
cry out, God forbid; and ſought to lay hold on 


ar: mind facing this differcoce approves the good, as excellent, and 
« in woichy of eſteem and honor, and diſapproves the evil as wrongs 


here MY deſul, dnd/blame-warthy. ' This is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 


lege lach a kind of enmity, and total want of ** tafte tor moral excel- 


gel. IM © woven with the very frame of the heart,” as Dr. Whitaker and 
ha- © ®thers dream of. Gentlemen ought to attend better to their 
lic on ideas, and compare them fo as to ſee theit linconſiſtence, 
ne- hat they may clear their diſcourſes of contradidt ions, and not 
be- Avance piinciples ſubyer five of each others "LE 


them, ſaying, Nen therefore the lord of the 


* Jency, and-uiter abhorrence of God's whole charater, intef- 
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him, and would have immediately flain 40 
eaſt him out of the vineyard, but they fearel 
the people. This is a full teſtimony, and deck 
fue wirdeſs to the truth of my account of the 
ſpriug and nature of the enmity of wickel 
hearts agaitiſt God, given to us by the hum 
heart, by human nature itſelf; (and innume. 
table more might be produced.) One fach 
witneſs is of mote weight than ten thouſind 
conſident aſſertions of ſpeculative men, in 

contradiction ther eto. 
This dscteine concerning the enmity of 
carnal men againſt God; is further confirmed 
by this obſervation, which holds univerdally 
true in fact, viz. Men who hate God, his 
ways, and. righteous ſervants, always miſrepte- 
ſent their characters to themſelves; paint them 
in falſe and odious colours, add place them in 
ſuch a wrong view as to make them appear 
either oontemptible, or morally evil: This is 
the method they always take to juſtify tothe 
lues, as well as to others, their enmity to them; 
which they would not do if moral rectitude, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs and goodnels, were, in 
themſelyes, objects of their natural hatred; but 
their hatred would point itſelf directly again} 
them, as being what they really are; as in the 
.caſe of natural averſions to ſome particulet 
kinds of food. This hatred of wicked wen 


againſt 


0 65 ) 

Wain God is then an intereſted and partial 
feftion, taken up in aid and ſupport 4 ſome 
arnal luſts and intereſts they are devoted to. 
jeſus Chriſt, who knows all the ſecret ſprings 
human paſſions and actions, points out to us 
he true root and ſpring of this wickedEnmity, 
n ſuch a clear manner as, I think, qught to be 
ec iſive, when he ſays, ſpeaking of the wicked 
ho ſhall be condemned; Men loved darkneſs 
other than light, (whence this. abſurd and 
jonſtrous preference of darkneſs to light ?} 


a ne their deeds are evil. Particular wrong 

motions and finful paſſions, firſt draw men 

Ty. away to do evil, (theſe paſſions, in human na- 
his 


ture, in its preſent ſtate, will act wrong and be 
prings of evil works, till the truth and grace 
f God tectify their diſorders, and take them 
under their lead) and then for their luſts ſake, 
nd with a view to juſtify and quiet themſelves 
in their evil ways, they /ove darkneſs rather 
than light. For every one that doeth evil (with 
tobitga wilfulneſs) haterh the light, neither 
rometh to the light, leſt bis deeds ſhoald be repro- 
ved, or diſcovered to himſelf to be what they 
really are, in their nature and tendency. For 
X then he miſt be ſtrongly ſelf- condemned, and 
the A alled with fear; which wicked men will avoid 
long as they'can, They therefore hate thy 
00 "ght,) juſt as every judge, whohastaken a bribe, 
2 K. hateth 


. 66 ) 
y 4. light of righteouſneſs, and him tha 


diſcovers and reproves him for his briber 
and corruption. Ahab expreſſed the very ſoy A 


of this wicked, intereſted enmity when he ſaid 0 
to the King of Judah, ſpeaking of MichajahW: 
T hate bim, for he doth not propheſy good con. 0h 
cerning me, but evil. Had we Michajah's cha. 
racter, as drawn by Ahab, doubtleſs it woul, N 


be a very bad one. The wilful miſrepreſentz- 
tions which wicked men make ig themſelves 0 


1 of God's character and works, theif evil ſpeak- 70 
il ings and blaſph=mies of him, are a full evidence: 
„ that their enmity againſt him is intereſted, not mi 
i ſuch as Dr. Whitaker and ſome others repre- 5 
3H ſent it. No man ever did ſpeak evil of God's p 
BY ways, viewing them as they truly are, as equi- e 
H table and good, but as placing them in a wrong 4 
„ light to themſelves. When they are obliged © 
Ti to ſee them as they are, they are reduced to ſ- 2 


8 lence, can object nothing to them, but juſtify h 
Wy andapprove them as right, and condemn them 4 
1 ſelves. Theſe are not idle and arbitrary ſpecu- i 

5 lations, but obſervations grounded upon fach 

| N © [ind experience of the 1 of the bums | 
3 4 in real life. 15 
Our Lord directs his diſciples ſaying; 171 but 
your light ſhine before men, that they ſeeing your 
good. works, may glorify your Father who is it A 


beaven. Now, according to the notion under 
cenſule, 
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cenſure, the more clearly the light ſhines and 
s ſeen by men, the more furiouſly does their 
enmity flame and rage againſt God and thoſe 
that bear his image. This is a way of glorify- 
ing God which Jeſus Chriſt never adviſed his 
diſciples to ſtir men up to. | 
GrnT. The evidence is full, the oppoſite 
ſcale kicks the beam. All reaſonable and ho- 
neſt men, I think, can be at no loſs to determine 
on which ſide the truth lies. The notion which 
Dr. Whitaker and many others teach, viz. 
That enmity to the true character of God, for 
its own ſake, is an innate principle, and inter- 
woven with the very frame of the human heart, 
dis manifeſtly falſe, and] with it may ſoon periſh, 
for it is the grand foundation of the Sandema- 
nian ſcheme of doctrine, which is one of the 
worſt ſchemes that was ever invented. 
. CLER6G. Yougrow zealous, fir; but weought 
to conſider that it is extreme difficult even for 


i honeſt minds, to break thro' the power of old 
u. habits of wrong thinking, and to make great 
a, allowances for their unhappy entanglements, 


and for bear them in love; bleſſing God, with 
all humility, that he has ſaved or reſcued us 
from ſuch dangerous ſnares. But your cloſing 
remark is juſt, The new doctrines which are 
propagating among us, are built entirely on this 
falſe notion of man's innate, implacable enmi- 
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ty againft the true and whole character of God 
and are ſupported, if this is admitted: But ii 
the true notion and ſcriptural account of thi 
enmity, (which experience and obſervatio 
confirm) is received, this ſyſtem of errors fal 
at once, as a caſtle built in the air. 
Gx r. I efteem it ſuch a caſtle. 
iind. Since we are upon the melancho]j 
ſubject of the enmity of poor finners againſt 
God, I will juſt mention one thing more. 
Many very honeſt and good people have of. 
ten complained of the workings of a ſecret en- Not 
mity and hard thoughts of God, and quarrel- It. 
lings againſt him; which does not, like that: 
we have been diſcourfing upon, ariſe out of the Wy: 
wickedneſs of the heart, but is wholly occaſi-Mzr 
oned by miſrepreſentations of the character Iv 
and ways of God to the mind, and falfe and I 
wrong views of him, which have unhappily Mr 
jen poſicfſion of the mind, and are ſuppoſed, Wh 
bro' ignorance and wrong inſtruction, to be Mar 
the true and genuine views of his character and In 
works. In the light wherein they view them, Hof 
they appear morally evil, wrong, and objects Nu 
of juſt hatred. The enmity which the mind Wir 
conceives againſt them, viewed i in this wrong ar 
Light, i is, In a proper ſenſe, a natural enmity ; fr 


That is, it ariſes from the moral frame of the 
| mind, and the innate ſenſe of the hatefulneſ ic 


of 
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is greatly heightened. This kind of enmity 
in no true conſtruction, a hatred of God's 
he harater, which may be heartil y approved 
oved at the ſame time; but only of a really 

bad character, falſely aſcribed to him, merely 
nolythro' ijghorance, miſtake and miſinformation. 
anlWThis may be illuſtrated by the caſe of a child 
Neducated abroad, who has inſtilled into his 
of- mind, perhaps by the fooliſh tattle of his nurſe 
en · Nor ſchoolmaſter, very wrong and injurious h 
Tel- tions of his father's character, and tem per, and 
hat defighs towards him; repreſenting of him as 
* Wirery unreaſonable, arbitrary and cruel, or falſe 


and hypocritical towards him; whereas, in 


truth, he is quite the reverſe. This wron 
view rates in the child diſaffection, and hard 
and blaming tho'ts. His father, who knows 


and error, not malice apainſt his true #a- 
ther The true and effectual cure of this kim 
of enmity, is accompliſhed by correctingthoſe 
unhappy miſapprehenſions, and giving the 
mind a juſt view of the true character of God, 


the 
aſt- 
ter 
Ind 
ily 
10 ke caſe, pities him, conſidering it as ignorance 
© 
rid 
N, 
75 
14 


nd fetting bis actions and diſpenſations in that 
true light wherein he himſelf has placed them. 


ſe GEN T. If ſo, gentlemen of your cloth ought 


5 to take all poſſible care to be themſelves wel 
Jy | inftructec 


if ations and ehard chers unduly evil and 
wrong. And if the heart is gracious, this ſenſe 
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inſtructed in the character and diſpenſationso 
that great and glorious God and Saviour, whe 
you are, by the duty of your office, to mak 
known to others, I don't know how hone 
men can eaſily forgive you, if by your ignoran 
and preſumptuous miſrepreſentations of the 
great Lord and Father of the univerſe, yo 
miniſter to them the occation of harq anc 
injurious tho'ts of him, whom they' ought te 
_ adore and bleſs continually, with all humilit 
and joyfulneſs, ; 

CLERG. What you now obſerve is worth 
of our moſt ſerious conſideration. But ou 
hearers ought not to receive implicitly, with; 
lazy credulity, all that their teachers ſay, with 
out examination, but to ſtudy the word of God 
with humility and prayer; where, they may 
hear God himſelf teaching the good knowlege 
of himſelf. But I am very apprehenſive, that 
after all our care and ſtudy, we a/!, both teach- 


ers and hearers, ſhall ſtill need to have great 


(allowances made by the heavenly father, for 
our weak neſſes and miſapprehenſions concern- 
ing him, and his diſpenſations towards man, 
in too many inſtances; and be in ſome mea- 
ſure liable to the rebuke God himſelf gave to 
Job's friends, Ye have not ſpoken the thing that 
zs right concerning me. Vet, if we have not 
ſpoken and reaſoned wrong, carelefily, pte- 
1 ſumptuouſſ, 


is now preparing for the 
A Scriptural Allſwer to the 
ueſtion 22 mud ch controyerted 


ance on the Sacraments. 22 the Wer 


Covenant: By the Author of the fore- 
going Dialogues; which may poſſibly 
be compicated and publiſhed | this Fall, 
if ſuitable Encouragement be g 


